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ARRL Field Day 2024   Spring 2024   
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June Radio Field day will be upon us shortly (June 22 and 23).  I will be 
committee organizer for this year’s event.  I have secured the Valleyford 
park for this event.  The park has a bathroom with flush toilets and sinks 
configuration for each gender.   

 

 The objective of Field Day - straight from ARRL: 

 

“To work as many stations as possible on the 160-, 80-, 40-, 20-, 15- and 
10-meter, HF bands, as well as all bands 50 MHz and above, and in do-
ing so to learn to operate in abnormal situations in less than optimal con-
ditions. A premium is placed on developing skills to meet the challenges 
of emergency preparedness  as well as to acquaint the general public 
with the capabilities of amateur radio.” 

           
You can follow up with more of the objectives and rules at:  
https://www.arrl.org/  and follow the links for Field Day. 

 

   I am requesting input from those who wish to participate either during 
the event.  The input I am seeking is 1) how many stations should we put 
up; 2) Who is willing to loan equipment for the purpose of this event; And 
3) shall we put a GOTA station. Furthermore, I would like to put together 
a committee with the objective to assist toward the organizing, setup of 
antennas and other necessary items and the  close down of this event.  
You can reply to me at Mr.Timm@att.net.   

 
   Jim N7WRR and Betsy N7WRQ have said they have a generator for 
the club’s use and, of course, a coffee urn - to keep sharp and awake. 
Betsy suggested “potluck” type of dinner for the people who wish to stick 
around and socialize.  I will make pink beans chili, using pink beans, 
hamburger, onions, so on and so forth.  If you are so inclined to bring an 
item to this gathering please let me known at my e-mail  
Mr.Timm@att.net.  

 
Ok, I said enough for now.  I will standby and wait.  Or as we said in the 
Coast Guard: “Hurry up and wait”.  Except - Digital operators are  
WELCOMED.   

 
Tim (N6JXN) 

https://www.arrl.org/
mailto:Mr.Timm@att.net
mailto:Mr.Timm@att.net
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Technical Update 
by Jim, N7WRR 

Since the last KBARA newsletter most of the system has worked fair-
ly well which is good since most sites are very difficult to access in 
the winter.  I did do one trip to the 147.38 repeater on Mica Peak.  It 
is the most accessible repeater in the winter since the road is plowed 
to the Home Land Security / US Airforce site there.   

 

Mica Peak 147.38 repeater.  We were having some issues with the 
link from Mica to the hub at Stensgar.  I went up to the Mica Peak site 
on January 29

th
 to re-establish the 220 MHz link to the hub.  Falling 

ice had bent the link antenna so it was pointing down towards the 
ground.  I was able to bend it back up.  I also increased the link radio 
power from 5 watts to 10 watts to help keep the link up through the 
winter if it did get bent down some again.  This summer I will try to 
design an ice shield or stand off mount for the link antenna.  We were 
still getting some key up interference at Mica on the link from Look-
out; I had previously installed a filter on the receive at Mica and in-
creased the squelch which had eliminated most of it.   So I further in-
creased the squelch on the receive of the 440 MHz link radio that receives the signal from Lookout.  
We are still receiving Lookout fine and it has helped further reduce the key-up interference we get, 
so it is now down to less then once a week during the morning nets.  This interference is from a local 
source and not the link signal from the 147.02 Lookout repeater.  We have been getting more and 
more people accessing the system from the Lookout repeater as they find it working again. 

 

Pikes Peak 147.28 repeater.  The 147.28 repeater and link have been working well since Dave 
K7DSR and I went down last December and re-established the 220 MHz RF link to the hub at 
Stensgar.  There was only a couple of days where the link was a little marginal, and that coincided 
with a bad snow and ice storm at site and was probably do to the antenna iceing up, but it has been 
working well since.  Pikes Peak has also been getting more users since it has become more reliable. 

 

Now that snow is melting off the sites, upcoming projects for this summer include fixing the long tail 
that has developed on the Mica repeater and changing the 220 MHz link antenna mounting system 
and possibly new feed line for it.  Also need to get with Scott KA7FVV and Glen K1RR to arrange a 
trip to the 147.32 West Twin repeater to replace the IRLP equipment that links it into the rest of the 
KBARA system.  I may also do at trip to the 147.02 Lookout site to meet up with Lyndel N7LT to help 
tune up our repeater and also clean up some of the coax and cabinet we left at the old site. 

 

Remember to check into the weekly KBARA Wednesday evening nets at 7pm for more information 
on the status of the system and with any questions you may have regarding the system or questions 
in general regarding amateur radio.  We will try to get you answers. 
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Guy Venne, VA7GV SK 
January 18, 1939  -  January 27, 2024  

From his obituary and Jim, N7WRR.  Pictures courtesy Valarie, KG7OWX and Glen, K1RR. 

Guy passed peacefully on January 27th, 2024. He spent his last days surrounded by family and the 
supportive staff at Kelowna Hospital. Guy is survived by his spouse Dona, sons Tyler (Myrna) and 
Darin (Charlotte), granddaughters Kierstin (Cody) and Erica, stepdaughter Kelli (Al), Step- Grand-
sons Cameron (Brittany), Ryan (Krista), Josh (Breeann), and Brandon (Jessica), an army of great 
grandchildren, and the many others that have impacted his life. 
 
Guy had a fulfilling career as a Civil Services Fire Fighter for 33 years starting in Cold Lake Alberta, 
then moving to Yukon Territories, and finally ending up at the Penticton airport. On the side, Guy 
had a booming electrical business, and spent many hours volunteering with the Eagles and the Le-
gion. After retiring, Guy and Dona spent their free time RVing across Canada and the USA. 

————————————————————————————————————————————- 

Guy VA7GV was a long time member 
of KBARA and checked in on our nets 
and showed up at many of our annual 
meetings with his wife Donna.  Quite a 
few will remember him from the work-
shops he did at 3 to 5 of the KBARA 
annual meetings for doing a class on 
building a copper J-pole antenna and 
then always donating to one of the new 
hams in attendance.  He had worked 
for the fire department up Canada and 
made up model fire engines in his re-
tirement and we would get reports of 
his progress on the morning nets. We 
miss hearing and seeing Guy and Do-
na.  Thanks for your support of KBARA 
and all the memories. 

————————————————— 
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A Trip Back in Radio History 
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~~~~~~~~~~2024~~~~~~~~~~ 

May 4th.  Star Ham Radio Swapmeet in Star, Idaho.   https://www.starhamradio.com/ 

May 4th. Spout Springs Repeater Association Swapmeet.  9 AM at Confluent, 285 Williams Blvd, Richland, WA 
99354.  Flyer in PDF.  Contact Alex Archer at events@SSRA.net 

May 11. Stanwood Camano ARC 31st Annual Electronic Flea Market and Hamfest. Stanwood, WA.   This is an 
ARRL Sanctioned Event.   https://scarcwa.org/ham_fest.shtm 

May 11.   SWIARC Spring 2024 Spring HamFest,  Peace Valley Charter School, 1845 S. Federal Way, Boise, ID 
83701   This is an ARRL Sanctioned Event.   http://www.dosomethingradio.com 

May 31, June 1-2, 2024.  SEA-PAC Hamfest and ARRL Northwestern Division Convention. This is an ARRL Sanc-
tioned Event.   Seaside Convention Center, Seaside, Oregon. info@seapac.org  . www.seapac.org/ .  February issue of 
Sea-Pac Waves. 

June.   Port Ludlow ARC Tail Gate Swapmeet.  https://www.n7pl.org/swapmeet23.html 

June 7, 8, & 9.  Wenatchee Apple City ARC Hamfest, Dryden, WA.   This is an ARRL Sanctioned Event.    https://
www.applecityarc.com/  Flyer in PDF.  (290 K)  Map 

June 8.  Inland Empire VHF Radio Amateurs Swap meet.  Plante's Ferry Sports Complex, 12320 Up river Drive, Spo-
kane, WA.  Back Parking Lot.  Flyer in PDF (1.3 MB) 

July. Coos County Radio Club Hamfest and Swapmeet. Bandon, Oregon. 

July 19-21.  Glacier Waterton International Peace Park Hamfest.  Glacier Meadows Campground, 13 miles west of 
East Glacier on MT Hwy 2.  http://www.gwhamfest.org/  

July 20. Chehalis Valley ARC Ham Radio Tailgate Swapmeet.  This is an ARRL Sanctioned Event.  http://
www.cvars.org/ 

August 3.   Kootenai Amateur Radio Society (KARS) ARRL Idaho State Convention,  Post Falls, ID. This is an 
ARRL Sanctioned Event.  www.k7id.org 

August 9-11. Pacific NW DX Convention.  Everett, WA  https://pacificnwdxconvention.com/   

August 17.  15th Annual Tailgate Swapmeet.  Mini-Cassia Amateur Radio Club, Inc.  9:00 am - 1:00 pm.  Minedoka 
County Fairgrounds, 085 East Baseline Road, Highway 25, Rupert, Idaho.  http://www.minicassia.club 

Upcoming Hamfests and Events 
Courtesy of N7CFO.com 

https://www.starhamradio.com/
http://www.n7cfo.com/amradio/hf/spout24.pdf
mailto:events@SSRA.net
https://scarcwa.org/ham_fest.shtm
http://www.dosomethingradio.com
mailto:info@seapac.org
http://www.seapac.org/
http://www.n7cfo.com/amradio/hf/SPWAVFEB.pdf
http://www.n7cfo.com/amradio/hf/SPWAVFEB.pdf
https://www.n7pl.org/swapmeet23.html
https://www.applecityarc.com/
https://www.applecityarc.com/
http://www.n7cfo.com/amradio/hf/acarc24.pdf
http://www.n7cfo.com/amradio/hf/IEVHF.pdf
http://www.gwhamfest.org/
http://www.cvars.org/
http://www.cvars.org/
http://www.k7id.org
https://pacificnwdxconvention.com/
http://www.minicassia.club
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Frequency CTCSS Tone Location Call sign RF Link 

        Repeaters  

223.90 MHz None Stensgar Mtn KB7ARA Hub 

147.38 MHz 100.00 Mica Peak N7WRQ KB7ARA—223.90 

147.36 MHz None Stensgar Mtn N7WRR Hard wired Hub 

147.02 MHz None Lookout Pass KB7ARA N7WRQ—147.38 

147.28 MHz None Pikes Peak KB7ARA KB7ARA—223.90 

147.32 MHz 103.5 West Twin, Moscow KA7FVV IRLP 

444.350 MHz 192.8 Mica Peak N1NG Stand Alone 

            Links  

Echolink KB7ARA-R N/A Spokane, WA KB7ARA-R KB7ARA - 223.90 

IRLP Node 3638 None Spokane, WA K1RR KB7ARA—223.90 

KBARA Repeaters and 
Echolink/IRLP Nodes 
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KBARA Membership / Support Information:  The KBARA repeater system consists of several club & privately owned linked Amateur Radio 
repeaters.  It covers an area from northeastern Washington to northeastern Oregon, and from western Montana to central Washington. The 
KBARA system is also part of the Evergreen Intertie, an interconnected group of repeaters located in western Washington and  
Oregon. The primary purpose of the KBARA repeaters is to provide a means for emergency communications within the above areas, and 
secondarily for routine radio traffic.  It makes possible a single system of mobile communications coverage, extending the limited range provid-

ed by any single repeater operation. The KBARA FM repeaters operate in the VHF bands and are linked by UHF radios.  All licensed Ama-
teur Radio operators are welcome to use this open repeater system.  Your support would also be greatly appreciated. Please 
visit this site for more information:   

http://www.kbara.org for more information about the club and repeaters. 

To support KBARA,  please send your contributions to: 

                              KBARA 
                         PO Box 30801 
                         Spokane WA  99223-3013 

  

Annual support is $15 per calendar year for a single  
membership and $20 for a family membership. Dues are due in  
January of each year and if paid between September 1 and 
December 31, they will be applied through the entire  
following year.  Also, any contribution will be gladly  
accepted to the Repeater Fund.  This can also be done via 
PayPal on our webpage at www.kbara.org. 

KAMIAK BUTTE AMATEUR REPEATER ASSOCIATION 

PO Box 30801 

Spokane WA   99223-3013 

 
 

 

Testing is held the 3rd Wednesday of eve-
ry month. Brought to you by Glen, K1RR.  
If you have any questions please contact 
Glen at glen@k1rr.com or 509.216.0666. 

 
Contact Glen for updates on testing. 

KBARA Officials 

Directors 

Jim Ashleman, N7WRR 
Scott Harvey, KA7FVV 
Glen Ahlborn K1RR 

Officers 

President: Dave Carleton, K7DSR 
Vice President: Jim Johnson, KM7H 
Secretary: Tim, N6JXN 
Treasurer: Betsy Ashleman, N7WRQ 


